
The Need for Clinical Practicums
The George Washington University's (GW) School of Medicine and Health Sciences offers renowned 
certificate, bachelor’s and master’s degree programs through on-campus and online study. This allows 
busy professionals to earn the credentials they need in a highly respected institution while studying in 
the times and locations best for them. 

If a student resides outside of the Washington, D.C., area, as many of our online students do, we 
mandate they identify an acceptable clinical laboratory at the time they apply to the program. 

From this very first step, we work toward the success of our students.

Our Students in Your Lab
If our student has reached out to you, it’s because they’ve researched your lab and identified it as 
a quality establishment they’d like to gain further knowledge and experience from. They’re serious 
students who look forward to learning alongside you, providing you with a quality experience and 
furthering their career.

How can we say this with confidence? Because 100% of our Medical Laboratory Science students who 
reach Phase 2 of the program — their clinical — graduate from the program.  And more than 95% of 
them are working in the field within three months of graduation.

How do GW ASCP MLS Pass Rates Compare to the National Average?

GW 1st  
Time Pass Rate GW Overall Pass Rate National Average 

Pass Rate

2014 100% 100% 83.80%

2015 88.24% 94.11% 78.85%

2016 81.25% 87.50% 79.80%

2017 95.56% 95.56% 79.60%

2018 89.39% 93.93% 79.60%

Completing a Clinical Site Verification Form
To ensure students can be exposed to the broad spectrum of modern laboratory testing, GW strives 
to keep student clinical experiences consistent regardless of the location. The Clinical Site Verification 
(CSV) form is the first step our students take in identifying whether or not the program’s clinical 
requirements can be completed at your facility.

Please note, the CSV form is not a legally binding document to accept a student for a practicum. It is 
merely an inquiry to see what rotations, if any, could be completed at your site. 

Affiliation Information for Student Clinical Practicums



Completing an Affiliation Agreement
If all parties agree that the lab location and the student are a fit, a formal affiliate agreement is sent. It 
outlines our responsibilities, such as how we:

• Qualify students for their practicums
• Provide insurance
• Dedicate a liaison to your facility
• Communicate your requirements to students
• Comply with patient privacy laws

• Determine the practicum period
• Evaluate clinical experiences
• Would remove students if necessary
• Work together

It would also outline the lab’s responsibilities, detailing:

• Provisions of the supervisory experience
• Rules applicable to the program
• Patient care
• Emergency treatment of students
• Designation of a liaison

• Identity and credentials of facility
supervising students

• School tour
• FERPA compliance
• And more . . .

Delivering on the Vision of the School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences (SMHS) 
The vision of the SMHS is to improve the health and well-being of our local, national and global 
communities by:

• Developing tomorrow’s leaders
• Delivering high-quality health care
• Advancing scientific discovery and

translating discoveries into action

• Harnessing new technology
• Establishing community partnerships
• Fostering multidisciplinary collaboration

Located at the hub of international science, health policy and business, GW links students to renowned 
experts and institutions in the field through our program faculty and industry collaborators. Our 
programs are designed around emerging fields in cooperation with leading agencies, such as the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) and 
are led by active experts in the field.

Maintaining Academic Integrity of the Online Program
To maintain the academic integrity of the program, GW programs require students use a web-based 
remote proctoring system called Remote Proctor NOW. Additional information on this system from 
Software Secure, Inc. can be found at this address: http://www.softwaresecure.com/product/remote-
proctor-now/.

The George Washington, A Brief History
1821: George Washington University is founded.
1825: The School of Medicine and Health Sciences (SMHS) opens, 
making it the 11th oldest medical school in the U.S. 

1840: Establishes its first medical department, which became the 
first general hospital in the nation’s capital.

1859: Expands infirmary and becomes one of the first schools in 
the nation to teach clinical medicine.

1960: Implements external clinical rotations and becomes one 
of the first universities to offer students access to the best 
career preparatory experience. 

1972: Introduces its health sciences programs. 




